


Welcome to the 2026 Markham Jazz Festival, presented by  
TD Ready Commitment!

One of the most rewarding parts of my role is seeing historic 
Unionville come alive each August with music, community and 
discovery. We’re thrilled to bring superb sounds back into the 
vibrant Main Street atmosphere that has made this event such  
a beloved summer tradition. 

For many festivalgoers, the Millennium Bandstand Stage is  
synonymous with MJF. We’re excited to gather audiences there  
for unforgettable performances from some of Canada’s finest 
artists. Up the street, the Varley Art Gallery Patio is ideal to enjoy 
trios and quartets up close, while the McKay Wine & Beer Garden 
is a non-stop party. 

This year’s lineup reflects the incredible depth and diversity of jazz 
in Canada and beyond. From internationally acclaimed performers 
to rising stars, from straight-ahead jazz and swing to Latin, funk, 
soul, and music that defies categorization, there’s something for 
every listener. Whether you’re discovering jazz for the first time 
or have attended for years, we hope you’ll encounter artists who 
surprise, inspire and move you.

Most importantly, this festival is about community. It’s about 
gathering with friends, family and fellow music lovers to celebrate 
live performance in one of Ontario’s most beautiful settings.  
None of this would be possible without the support of our  
sponsors, funders, volunteers, staff, board members and, of 
course, you – our audience.

We hope you’ll explore the performance areas, discover some  
new favourites, and enjoy a wonderful weekend of music.  
See you at the festival!

Ernesto
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CELEBRATING  the 29th Annual  
Markham Jazz Festival!

 Message from the Artistic Director 

Ernesto Cervini
Artistic Director,  
Markham Jazz Festival 
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
 August 2026

 
 

The Corporation of the City of Markham, Anthony Roman Centre, 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3 
Tel: 905.475.4872    Fax: 905.479.7775    MayorScarpitti@markham.ca    www.markham.ca 

 

Frank Scarpitti 
Mayor 

 
August 2026 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR FRANK SCARPITTI 
 
On behalf of Members of Council and the City of Markham, I am pleased to extend a warm welcome 
to everyone attending the 29th Annual Markham Jazz Festival. 
 
For nearly three decades, this festival has brought our community together through the joy of live 
music. What began with the vision of local residents Hal and Chris Hill in 1997 has grown into one of 
Markham's signature summer events, celebrating exceptional jazz while showcasing the vibrant spirit 
of our city.  
 
This year's festival once again promises an outstanding weekend, featuring more than 30 free 
performances by an eclectic lineup of talented musicians on three stages throughout beautiful Main 
Street Unionville.  
 
Thank you to the dedicated organizing committee, volunteers, sponsors, performers, and community 
partners whose passion and hard work make this festival possible. Your continued commitment 
ensures the Markham Jazz Festival remains a cherished tradition for residents and visitors alike. 
Congratulations on another outstanding year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Frank Scarpitti 
Mayor 
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SATURDAY Aug 22         11:00 am 	 – 11:00 pm 
SUNDAY Aug 23      	       11:00 am –	 8:00 pm 

Free Shuttle Service

          Performance stages (see pages 20 & 21 for full schedule)
         	Hot Spots along Main St. Unionville  
	 (see pages 34 & 35 for full HS schedule)
    	 Info booths            Washrooms          First aid station
     	 Restricted or             no vehicle access
	 Drop-off point for free, continuous shuttle bus from  
	 Unionville High School (201 Town Centre Blvd.)

Sponsored by 
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to theWelcome

Love it !
Meet me at The Hub! 

Every jazz fan has their own reasons for attending 
the Markham Jazz Festival. What are yours?
Come to The Hub and share your thoughts with fellow  
enthusiasts. Take a moment to relax and refresh. Chat  
with musicians as they drop by. Refill your water bottle.  
Pick up a schedule on your way to the next stage.  
It’s all part of the MJF experience!

Sponsored by Amica Unionville, another great gathering  
place in our community

Enjoy exceptional dining, beautifully appointed 
amenities, and a full calendar of enriching 
experiences—all supported by flexible, 
professional care that evolves with your needs.

S E N I O R  L I V I N G
      reimagined

To learn more call 905-947-9990  
or visit amica.ca/unionville

34 Main Street, Unionville
Conveniently located just south of Highway 7

ARE YOU IN?

flatomarkhamtheatre.ca / 905.305.7469

26/27 SEASON NOW ON SALE
FEATURING

GOWAN   DAN HILL & ANDY KIM   SUSAN AGLUKARK   TOM ARNOLD
PAVLO   THE DREAMBOATS   THE OTHER MOZART   BRENT BUTT
AMMOYE   MY SON THE HURRICANE   MATTHEW GOOD AND HIS BAND

Thurs., Oct.8 
8:00 PM

Wed., Nov. 4 
8:00 PM

Sat., Feb. 27 
8:00 PM

MATT
DUSK

BRIA
SKONBERG

MICHAEL
KAESHAMMER

STEPHANIE CHOU
QUINTET
Thurs., Mar. 25 
8:00 PM

Sat., Dec.12 
8:00 PM

HOLLY COLE
SWINGING CHRISTMAS 
2026

Fri., Feb. 26 
8:00 PM

MATT
ANDERSEN

Fri., Jan. 29 
8:00 PM

TORONTO JAZZ
ORCHESTRA SALUTES
THE BIG BANDS 
WITH SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST HEATHER BAMBRICK

ALL THAT JAZZ SERIES

260103 FMT_Markham Jazz Festival 2026_Full Page_FNL.indd   1260103 FMT_Markham Jazz Festival 2026_Full Page_FNL.indd   1 2026-06-18   10:30 AM2026-06-18   10:30 AM



Jazz fans, savour the double pleasure of hearing the world’s 
finest jazz musicians as you glide through azure waters on 
the Journey of Jazz cruise – sailing from Tampa in January, 
2027. Visit our online Silent Auction from our website and 
plan to immerse yourself in this exceptional experience!

DON’T MISS OUT! Book now for special pricing  
and get a refund if you win the auction!  

Use promo code MARKHAMJAZZ*

Thank you to Signature Cruise Experiences for this remarkable  
opportunity to reward our loyal audiences while supporting the 
Markham Jazz Festival. Help us keep it free!

*Offer valid on new reservations only. Pricing is per person, based on double 
occupancy, and may not be combined with any other offer. Airfair not included. 
**Auction value, starting bid, and currency subject to final confirmation.

scecruises.com markhamjazzfestival.com

Hosts Gregory Porter and 
Marcus Miller lead a stellar 

line-up – from Wynton 
Marsalis while at New 

Orleans, to Ledisi, Cyrille 
Aimee, Sullivan Fortner, John 

Pizzarelli, Wycliffe Gordon 
and many more!

Cruise dates: January 24-31, 2027
Auction dates: August 1-31, 2026
Prize: Veranda Stateroom for Two
Approx. Value: $14,000 CDN**
Starting bid: $4,000 CDN**

Presented by
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this amazing  
jazz cruise for 2!Win

Scan 
     now!

The story of The Tap Room Gang goes back a century. Leader Sean 
McCarthy, from Newmarket, Ontario, acquired a bass saxophone in 
August 2024 and formed a band to perform the music of Adrian 
Rollini, a jazz pioneer from the 1920s who later led Adrian and

his Tap Room Gang at a hotel 
in New York City. McCarthy and 
friends have expanded their
band and its residency at the 
Steadfast Brewing Co. in Toronto. 
They released their debut
album in December 2025.
www.facebook.com/p/ 
The-Taproom-Gang

Sunday
West End Riverboat Band
The West End Riverboat Band combines the musicianship and 
roots of traditional New Orleans jazz with the vivaciousness 
and raw energy of a contemporary rock band. Their ambitiously 
diverse repertoire spans music from the past 200 years, drawing 
tunes from Brazilian choro to klezmer, country ballads to Chopin. 
Ultimately, they transmute these songs into the stomping dance 
soundtrack of a New Orleans Mardi Gras celebration. 
The group has 
released two live 
albums –  
“May 25, 2018” and 
“Sidewalk Blues.” 
www.westendriver-
boatband.com

Saturday
Tap Room Gang

Music
on Main



SATURDAY  
August 22

SATURDAY  
August 22

MILLENNIUM BANDSTAND
Markham | Acura | Honda | Kia Stage

MILLENNIUM BANDSTAND
Markham | Acura | Honda | Kia Stage

Presented by

Presented by

Presented by

Presented by
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When SHOUT! The Band 
takes the stage, you know 
it’s party time. This 
12-piece brass band blends 
New Orleans-style jazz 
and popular music with 
contemporary electronic 
textures. It was formed in 
2019 as a small busking 
brass group of broke col-
lege kids in Toronto. Today 
Its members come from as 
far away as Ghana and Argentina. Co-led by Chinese-Canadian  
trombonist and composer Nolan Murphy and Haitian-Canadian 
trumpet player and producer Teddy Zamor, SHOUT! delivers  
non-stop infectious energy.
www.shouttheband.com

SHOUT! The Band
4:00 pm

Funk10tet
1:00 pm

Jean-Michel Pilc Trio
2:30 pm

Is there a “Toronto jazz” sound? If so, then Joseph Funk is helping to 
define it. The trumpeter leads the Funk10tet, a group of brass, wood-
wind and rhythm players presenting original works that are heavily 
influenced by traditional 
swing, rhythm and blues 
and other contemporary 
pop music played in 
Canada. Funk won Artist 
of the Year at the 2025 
Toronto Undergraduate 
Jazz Festival and is the 
inaugural recipient (2023) 
of the Guido Basso 
Flugelhorn Scholarship.
www.instagram.com/ 
_josephfunk

Recording artist Jean-Michel Pilc has toured as a jazz pianist and com-
poser in more than 60 countries since the late 1980s. He has released 
many albums and collaborated with numerous jazz giants. Born in Paris 
and now residing in Montreal, he is a music professor at The Schulich 
School of Music of McGill University and the author of a book on 
improvisation along with instructional videos and seminars. For this 
festival performance he is joined by Julian Anderson-Bowes on bass 
and Ernesto Cervini on drums.
www. jeanmichelpilc.com

Joaquin Nunez & Habana Safari
5:30 pm

Habana Safari is a Canadian-Cuban 
band founded by percussionist 
Joaquín Núñez. They blend tradi-
tional Afro-Cuban folkloric music 
with modern Latin jazz. Their 2025 
debut album, “Ruta de la Clave,” 
(the route of the clave) is described 
in a review by Raul da Gama in 
Latinjazznet.com as “exciting, elo-
quent and erudite.” The concept of 
the band is to give a contemporary 
retrospective of Cuban music. 
Joaquín Núñez, born in Cuba,  
settled in Toronto in 1999 and 
has won multiple Juno awards. 
www.instagram.com/ 
joaquinhabanasafari/



U.N. Jefferson
8:45 pm

It’s soul time! Standing still is not an option 
at this performance. U.N. Jefferson is a 
nine-piece band that fuses elements of soul 
music with the fundamentals of Motown 
and early rhythm and blues. Think of 
James Brown, The Temptations and Wilson 
Pickett. Singer-songwriter Ajay Massey, the 
Jefferson frontman, has a high degree of 
energy and showmanship. He says of the 
band’s inspiration, soul music: “It’s feel-good  
music that makes you move.” 
www.unjefferson.com

Ranee Lee
7:00 pm

“Montreal’s Queen of Jazz” was last seen on the MJF stage in 2017. 
Last month, Ranee appeared at the Festival International de Jazz de 
Montreal, part of her celebration of more than 50 years as a jazz 
star in that city. A songwriter, actress and children’s book author, 
she has recorded 13 albums for Justin Time records. Ranee has won 
a Juno among many awards, and has appeared at jazz festivals 
throughout Canada as well as Spain, France, England and Haiti. She 
is a member of the Order of Canada.  
www.raneelee.com

Presented by

SATURDAY  
August 22

SATURDAY  
August 22

Presented by

MILLENNIUM BANDSTAND
Markham | Acura | Honda | Kia Stage

MILLENNIUM BANDSTAND
Markham | Acura | Honda | Kia Stage
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Sylvia
Morris

416.705.7785416.705.7785
Sylvia@sylviamorris.com

Sales RepresentativeSales Representative



Diane Roblin’s 
Life Force
12:00 pm

Composer and pianist Diane 
Roblin leads a six-piece 
ensemble, Life Force, exploring 
high-energy sounds punctu-
ated by intricate improvisations. 
Many songs are taken from her 
album “Breath of Fresh Air,” 
released on Zsan Records in 
late 2024. It combines jazz, funk 
and impressionist harmony into adventurous compositions. Diane 
Roblin’s Life force has performed at major venues and festivals in 
North America and Europe. “Diane Roblin is respected as one of 
Canada’s important women in jazz,” says reviewer Dee Dee McNeil 
of Making the Scene.
www.dianeroblin.com

SATURDAY  
August 22

SATURDAY  
August 22

VARLEY ART GALLERY PATIO
Ontario Lottery & Gaming Stage

VARLEY ART GALLERY PATIO
Ontario Lottery & Gaming Stage
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Nancy Walker 
Quartet
1:30 pm

Nancy Walker is everywhere in 
Canadian jazz. She has received many 
awards including the Montréal Jazz 
Festival’s Grand Prix de Jazz and the 
National Jazz Awards Keyboardist of 
the Year Award. She can be heard on 
numerous recordings as leader or side 
player and her compositions are highly 
regarded. One review in All About Jazz 
stated, “Walker’s music is easy on the 
ears, but don’t mistake that for lacking 
in interest or challenge, because she 
masks an advanced harmonic concept 
within an accessible veneer.”   
www.nancywalkermusic.com



Mr. Beeper
6:00 pm

Thompson Egbo-Egbo Trio
4:30 pm

Known for their genre-bending approach, this trio blends deep 
grooves, rich harmonies and cinematic storytelling. Their perfor-
mances are both emotionally charged and rhythmically compelling. 
A must-see for fans of modern jazz with soul and edge. The group 
recently released its fifth project together, “Oddly Familiar Vol III.” 
Featured members include Jeff Halischuk on drums and Randall 
Hall on bass. Egbo-Egbo’s compositions have been featured at film 
festivals and have been released through Audio Network’s sync 
library, expanding his music internationally. 
www.egbomusic.com

What should you expect from 
a band called Mr. Beeper? 
Nostalgia, for one thing. The 
name derives from a song com-
posed by guitarist Steve D’Angelo 
of Toronto about a furry green 
creature from a 1990s kids’ TV 
show called Rocketship 7, who 
communicated by beeping a horn. 
D’Angelo is an Emmy-winning 
composer of TV and film scores. 
He loves old puppet characters. 
You should also expect Mr. 
Beeper to be an energetic band 
with a blend of electric jazz, 
bebop, soul and funk styles. 
www.stevedangelo.ca/mrbeepercom

SATURDAY  
August 22

SATURDAY  
August 22

VARLEY ART GALLERY PATIO
Ontario Lottery & Gaming Stage

VARLEY ART GALLERY PATIO
Ontario Lottery & Gaming Stage
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Steve Holt Jazz Impact Quintet
3:00 pm

Pianist Steve Holt has come full circle regarding Juno nominations. His 
first album in 1983 received a nomination and now his latest album, 
“Impact,” has received a 2026 nomi-
nation for Jazz Album of the Year 
(Group.) Born in Montreal, Steve 
was a child prodigy and became 
a graduate of McGill University. 
Steve’s music blends modern swing, 
Latin grooves and lyrical ballads. His 
quintet includes Kevin Turcotte on 
trumpet, Perry White on saxophones, 
Duncan Hopkins on bass and Terry 
Clarke on drums.
www.steveholtmusic.com
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Kalya Ramu
3:30 pm

Eighth Street Orchestra
2:00 pm

Jazz is a family affair for The Eighth Street Orchestra. Founded 
in Owen Sound, Ontario by banjo player Gary Murphy, the band 
included his wife and three children. It was a busking band playing 
New Orleans and early jazz, named for the address of the family 
home. Now led in Toronto by Gary’s son, trombonist Nolan Murphy, 
the band includes award-winning members with extensive touring 
experience. The sound is still based on its roots but has evolved 
into a bold, theatrical style that it calls “punk-dixieland.” 
www.eighthstreetorchestra.com

Canadian jazz vocalist, composer, 
educator and visual artist Kalya 
Ramu likes to tell stories in song. 
Sometimes she makes them up her-
self. Other times, she reinvents songs 
created by others. She draws inspira-
tion especially from vocalists of the 
1930s through the 1960s. Kalya has 
been singing professionally since the 
age of 12. In 2025, Kalya released her 
fourth album and first for children, 
“Hip Kids Music, Vol. 1,” earning 
a Juno nomination for Children’s 
Album of the Year. 
www.kalyaramu.ca

SATURDAY  
August 22

SATURDAY  
August 22

MCKAY WINE & BEER GARDEN
Unionville BIA Stage

MCKAY WINE & BEER GARDEN
Unionville BIA Stage
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   unionville.ca
#UnionvilleBIA #supportsmallbusinesses
#LifeisBetterinMainStreetUnionville

John Neudorf
12:30 pm

Attendees at the 2026 Markham Jazz Festival will have the opportunity 
to witness an unusual jazz singer’s performance. Jazz singers, especially 
men, are a rare breed. They use their 
voices not only as painters of melody 
but as instruments for improvisation. 
John Neudorf achieves this difficult 
balance. A native of Hamilton, he 
began his career as a drummer, blues 
singer and songwriter in the Niagara 
region and now plays major Ontario 
venues as well as performing with 
the Hamilton Philharmonic.
www.instagram.com/ 
johnneudorfmusic



Jazz Matins
10:00 am

In June, Toronto-based pianist, composer and singer Mike Janzen 
released his eighth album of Christian songs, titled “The End of 
Myself.” Reviewing it, Clara Bajalan wrote on www.jubileecast.com: 
“Blending folk-pop, roots, jazz and soulful influences, the 12-track 
project draws from Janzen’s personal journey through hardship and 
recovery, offering listeners an honest look at how God often meets 
people in their lowest moments.” Mike will appear with bassist  
George Koller. 
www.mikejanzentrio.com

SATURDAY  
August 22

MCKAY WINE & BEER GARDEN
Unionville BIA Stage
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SUNDAY  
August 23

CENTRAL UNITED CHURCH
131 Main St. Unionville

Eunice Kaitan
5:00 pm

Suzie Vinnick
6:30 pm

Canadian vocalist Eunice Keitan 
infuses soft jazz with ancestral 
Malaysian folk music. She and her 
band make use of layers of music 
loops and unusual instruments 
such as the guzheng, or Chinese 
zither, a plucked instrument with 
a large soundboard and a series 
of movable bridges over its 21 
strings. Band member Lina Cao 
is a guzheng virtuoso and a fac-
ulty member at Wilfrid Laurier 
University. She helps interpret 
Eunice’s songs, which are emo-
tionally candid about identity  
and belonging.
www.eunicekeitan.com

Singer, guitarist and songwriter Suzie Vinnick has won numerous 
awards and nominations for her seven solo albums, including three 
Juno nominations. A Saskatoon native transplanted to the Niagara 
region of Ontario, she has been touring blues and folk festivals all over 
the province this summer. In recent years, she has toured throughout 
Canada as well as Italy, Switzerland and Germany. Suzie sings in many 
different styles, with Bonnie Raitt as a major inspiration.
www.suzievinnick.com



YOUR NEXT
GREAT
ESCAPE
BOOK YOUR EXPERIENCE

IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK

ANGUSGLEN.COM

Championship golf, exceptional dining, and
unforgettable experiences—all in the heart of Markham.

SUNDAY  
August 23

MILLENNIUM BANDSTAND
Markham | Acura | Honda | Kia Stage
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Kaiso Street 
Collective
1:00 pm

The Markham Jazz Festival is dedicated  
to entertaining and enriching the  

community by presenting a range of  
emerging and established artists.  

We applaud our many professional  
musicians who also teach,  

and encourage the nurturing  
of promising young players. It’s a word, it’s a band, 

it’s a social movement. 
“Kaiso” means “go 
forward” in the Ibibio 
language of Nigeria. 
In the 19th century, it 
became the name of a 
Caribbean music genre 
created by enslaved 
Africans in Trinidad and 
Tobago. That genre evolved into calypso. Today in Toronto, there 
is a Kaiso Street Society, dedicated to preserving and celebrat-
ing calypso traditions. Its founder is Jesse Ryan, a saxophonist 
who also leads the society’s nine-piece band. performing classic 
calypso repertoire reimagined through contemporary jazz.   
www.kaisostreetsociety.org



Amanda Martinez
5:30 pm

Accolades have always greeted Amanda Martinez. 
The Toronto-based composer, who sings Latin jazz in 
Spanish, has been named the Toronto Independent 
Music Awards’ best world music artist, and Latin 
Awards Canada’s composer of the year. She has 
performed at famous international jazz venues, 
released five albums and appeared on six collections 
published by world-music label Putamayo. Amanda 
is accompanied by her band of 20 years: Kevin 
Laliberté, guitar; Drew Birston, bass; Rosendo Leon, 
percussion; Alexander Brown, trumpet and Osvaldo 
Rodriguez, violin. 
www.amandamartinez.ca

JabFung
2:30 pm

Gabriel Palatchi Trio
4:00 pm

JabFung is a jazz quintet 
formed in Toronto, now 
based in Los Angeles, 
whose name is an amal-
gamation of its co-leaders, 
bassist Julian Anderson-
Bowes and drummer 
Anthony Fung. Up front 
are three virtuosos with 
international reputations: 
Luis Deniz on alto saxo-
phone, Rafael Zaldivar on 
piano and Adam O’Farrill 
on trumpet. The group’s 
second album, “In Real Life,” has just been released. Since 2014, 
they have had residencies at the Rex Hotel, collaborating with top 
Canadian and international artists.
www.jabfung.bandcamp.com

Musicians from many countries have performed at the Markham 
Jazz Festival, and now Gabriel Palatchi adds Argentina to the list. The 
pianist, composer, arranger and producer performs a fusion of Latin 
rhythms, jazz, tango, funk and middle eastern influences. Gabriel is a 
graduate of Berklee International School in Argentina and has been 
recording since 2010. In 2017, he recorded “Made in Canada – Live,” 
which Latin Jazz called “viscerally exciting.” His long-time trio includes 
Kerry Galloway on bass and Jose Gonzalez on drums.
www.gabrielpalatchi.com

SUNDAY  
August 23

SUNDAY  
August 23

MILLENNIUM BANDSTAND
Markham | Acura | Honda | Kia Stage

MILLENNIUM BANDSTAND
Markham | Acura | Honda | Kia Stage

Presented by
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SUNDAY  
August 23

SUNDAY  
August 23

VARLEY ART GALLERY PATIO
Ontario Lottery & Gaming Stage

VARLEY ART GALLERY PATIO
Ontario Lottery & Gaming Stage
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Noam Lemish  
Quartet
3:00 pm

He’s a jazz artist and a 
composer of classical cham-
ber works. He is also an 
associate professor and jazz 
area coordinator at York 
University. Noam Lemish’s 
quartet includes saxophonist 
Sundar Viswanathan, bassist 
Andrew Downing and drum-
mer Nick Fraser. They will 
present songs from their 2025 album, “There’s Beauty Enough 
in Being Here.” Noam’s compositions blend his roots in jazz and 
western art music with the musical influences of his Israeli 
childhood and Eastern-European Jewish heritage.
www.noamlemish.com

Artie Roth Quartet
12:00 pm

Honey Judges
1:30 pm

Bassist Artie Roth is a jazz 
influencer on many levels: 
as a composer, bandleader, 
performer and educator. 
As a bandleader, Artie 
has released four albums, 
most recently “Resonants.” 
He co-leads the jazz trio 
Tunetown, and is also a 
member and contribut-
ing composer with The 
Rich Underhill Group, The Bob Brough Quartet and Kollage. Artie 
is the bass instructor and ensemble coach at York University and 
Centennial College. His quartet features Mike Filice on woodwinds, 
Sam Dickinson on guitars and Anthony Michelli on drums.
www.facebook.com/artierothmusic

Dancers who love swing music will enjoy this performance. The Honey 
Judges is a five-piece band that specializes in playing songs by Johnny 
Hodges and Duke Ellington. Leader Tom Richards, a trombonist from 
Toronto, also contributes original numbers to dance to.
Tom has had a 20-year career with a discography of more than  
100 albums. He performs in
dozens of bands in Ontario 
and Nova Scotia including 
The Heavyweights Brass 
Band, The Human Rights, 
Queen Kong, Avi Granite  
6 and King Cardiac.  
www.insoundmusic.com/
bio

Agneya
4:30 pm

After 10 years as a national and inter-
national jazz percussionist, Agneya 
Chikte has stepped forward in 2026 
to release his first album of original 
music. He brings together South 
Asian rhythmic cycles, West African 
groove traditions and contemporary 
jazz improvisation. Born and raised 
in western India, and now based in 
Toronto, Agneya learned music as  
a juxtaposition of ancient rhythmic 
systems and global pop culture.  
He uses rhythm as a way of tran-
scending boundaries and connecting 
communities across the world. 
www.agneyachikte.com



SUNDAY  
August 23

SUNDAY  
August 23

MCKAY WINE & BEER GARDEN
Unionville BIA Stage

MCKAY WINE & BEER GARDEN
Unionville BIA Stage
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Steven Taetz
3:30 pm

Steven Taetz is a Canadian 
crooner who delivers songs 
that are summer festival-
friendly, with vintage-style 
swing and soul. Steven 
focuses on the American 
Songbook and jazz stan-
dards, writing and recording 
traditional-pop and swing 
originals. He has co-pub-
lished songs with Sony/BMG, 
Warner, Nettwerk and Universal Music. As to his delivery, reviewer 
Lynn Renee Bayle, writing in The Art Music Lounge, says Steven has a 
“tried-and-true style harking back to Sinatra or Mel Tormé – he’s so 
good at it, and his backup band is consistently swinging.”
www.steventaetz.com

Ori Dagan
12:30 pm

Jessica Lalonde & Adrean Farrugia
2:00 pm

Ori Dagan interprets jazz for the 
21st century. The award-winning 
singer, born in Israel and now 
resident in Toronto, has released 
four albums since 2009. His lat-
est is “Click Right Here” (2022), 
his first all-original album 
exploring 21st century themes 
through swing and bebop. Ori 
has performed across Canada 
and internationally in the United 
States, Japan, South Korea, 
Morocco, Macedonia, Israel and 
Germany. He is also the artistic 
director of JazzinToronto, a not-
for-profit organization dedicated 
to promoting live music.
www.oridagan.com

Jessica Lalonde is a classically trained jazz singer, originally from 
Midland, Ontario, whose work transcends genres. She moves easily 
among jazz, folk, opera and swing styles. She is collaborating with 
Adrean Farrugia, a Juno Award-winning pianist, composer and educa-
tor, to present a concert of songs that provide a moving experience 
for listeners. Adrean, like Jessica, enjoys collaborations and has shared 
his music in many bands across Canada, the United States, London UK, 
Paris, Tokyo, Tel Aviv, Australia, Poland and The Netherlands. 
www.jessicalalonde.com
www.adreanfarrugia.com

Erin Propp
5:00 pm

From Winnipeg comes Erin Propp, 
presenting original music as a vocal-
ist behind the piano. Her first full-
length album, now in production, 
will be an experimental exploration 
between jazz and folk genres. It 
features Fabio Ragnelli on drums 
and Julian Bradford on bass along 
with violist, composer and arranger 
Nathan Schram and the Attacca 
Quartet of strings. Erin recently 
completed The Longing Years Tour of 
Ontario and British Columbia, includ-
ing performances at the TD Victoria 
International Jazz Festival and the 
Coastal Jazz Festival in Vancouver. 
www.erinpropp.com
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Friday, August 21    	 6:00 – 10:00 pm   	 Steven Cole Quartet
                                        featuring Larisa Renee

Saturday, August 8    7:00 – 9:00 pm    	 Mike Cadó Trio
             featuring Kevin Turcotte and Jon Maharaj

50 Bullock Drive, Unit 8 
Markham   
905-209-1236

rougeriverbrewingcompany.com

Saturday,  August 22 	 2:00 – 5:00 pm 	 Andre Soares Trio	
Saturday,  August 22  	 6:00 – 9:00 pm   	 Ethan Zabarylo Trio
Sunday,  August 23   	 2:00 – 5:00 pm  	 Andre Soares Trio

202 Main St. N. 
Unionville   
905-470-6955

jakesonmainunionville.com

186 Main St. N.  
Unionville   
905-940-1555

unionvillearms.com

Il  Postino
RESTAURANT

Friday, August 21   	 7:00 – 10:00 pm    Cleopatra Williams

166 Main St. N. 
Unionville   
905-266-6877

watercolour.ca

Friday,  August 21	 7:00 – 10:00 pm    Sugar Rush

Hot SpotsJazz
Around Markham

8500 Warden Ave.  
Markham  
905-470-8500

hilton.com

Saturday, August 22 	2:00 – 4:00 pm	 Bill McBirnie Trio

170 Enterprise Blvd. 
Markham   
437-777-3496

dracomarkham.com

Lobby of the Toronto  
Marriott Markham Hotel
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JAYMZ BEE

Jazz lives in Markham!

MILLENNIUM BANDSTAND

Mailing Address:  
Markham Jazz Festival 
4261 A-14 Hwy #7, Suite 281,  
Unionville, ON L3R 9W6

MJF Hotline:  
647-983-7777

General inquiries:  
contactus@markhamjazzfestival.com

markhamjazzfestival
#markhamjazzfestival

THE MARKHAM JAZZ FESTIVAL IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION  
OPERATED BY A VOLUNTEER BOARD OF DIRECTORS. © 2026

Theme developed by Giacomo Pincin and Robert Hyland © MJF/RH+A.  
Event photography provided by Robert Hyland, Larry Fruitman.

HONORARY CHAIR 	 Councillor Reid McAlpine
PRESIDENT & CHAIR 	 Linda Briggs*
VICE PRESIDENT &  
McKAY STAGE MANAGER	 Tammy Mang*
TREASURER	 Maurizio Magnante*
SECRETARY	 Camille Hannays-King*
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 	 Christie Day
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 	 Ernesto Cervini
PAST PRESIDENT	 Dave Coutts*
SPONSORSHIP CHAIR	 Lawrence Moule*
VOLUNTEERS CHAIR 	 Tim Henry*
SOCIAL MEDIA CHAIR 	 Kelechi Obasi
VENDORS CHAIR 	 Marzia Del Bianco
SURVEYS CHAIR 	 Alison Skeels*
HOSPITALITY  
COORDINATOR	 Judi Witzig
COMMITTEE	 Ola Adanijo, Neil Archer,  
	 Phyllis Doherty, Rick Edwards,  
	 Nick Fok, Larry Fruitman,  
	 Alan Hamm, Sahir Jamal*,  
	 Cindy Knowles, Philip Yu
LEGAL ADVISOR 	 Alan Direnfeld
WEBMASTER 	 Marc Mousseau
GRAPHIC DESIGN 	 Robert Hyland + Associates
	 * Denotes Director

Markham Jazz Festival Committee

START TODAY, SAVE A LIFE TOMORROW

905-474-0770 X233
TREVORRANDORF@RESCUE7.NET

WWW.RESCUE7.NET

ENCORE SERIES AEDS STARTING
AT $899!

Stay prepared and protected with
affordable, recertified AEDs

CPR & FIRST AID TRAINING AVAILABLE!
Training courses available through
our training center, or on-site
instructors

For over two decades, Jaymz Bee was a fixture 
at JAZZ.FM91. These days you’ll find him on 
CIUT 89.5 FM, hosting Pollen Nation Thursday 
nights from 10:00 pm to midnight, still dig-
ging up music that doesn’t always make it to 
the obvious playlists. He also had radio shows 
at CKLN, CFRB and MOJO Radio (AM640) over 
the years.
Beyond radio, Jaymz is the founder of 
Vesuvius Music Inc. (VMI), through which he 
produces concerts, curates events and cham-
pions Canadian artists across jazz, soul and 
beyond. He’s a filmmaker whose feature work 
includes MagicLand, and an author, having 

co-written Cocktail Parties for Dummies. Whether on air, on stage 
or behind a camera, music has always been the through-line.
A longtime supporter of the Markham Jazz Festival, Jaymz puts it 
simply: “I’ve loved this festival for almost two decades. Innovative 
programming, wonderful audiences – and the setting in Unionville  
is perfect. You can walk easily to all the stages!”

Tell us about your  
festival experience and  

you could win tickets to  
Flato Markham Theatre.

Take our  
survey!
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Thank you for supporting live  music in Markham!

COMMUNITY, MEDIA AND TECHNICAL PARTNERS

PRESENTING SPONSOR

GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

STAGE & CORPORATE SPONSORS

rhda@rogers.com

MARKHAM DISTRICT
ENERGY INC.



® The TD logo and other TD trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries. 

Community programming plays an important 
role in bringing people together and fostering a 
sense of belonging. At TD, we’re proud to support 
free and low-cost initiatives that help create more 
opportunities for people to connect and feel 
included in their community. 

Learn more at td.com/sharedexperiences

Supporting inclusive 
initiatives that help 
bring communities 
together. 
Proud to support Markham Jazz Festival.

TD Music_Markham Jazz_Print ad_en_4x9_0.25 bleed.indd   1TD Music_Markham Jazz_Print ad_en_4x9_0.25 bleed.indd   1 2025-05-16   4:16:20 PM2025-05-16   4:16:20 PM


